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NEISWANDER  FAMILY 
HISTORY 

Swiss  Background  and  Immigration 
of  Neuenschwander  Family 
to  America 

(Read  at  the  dedication  of  the  his¬ 
torical  markers  of  the  first  Menno- 
nite  home  and  church  in  Pandora- 
Bluffton  area,  Sept.  27,  1959.) 

Switzerland,  the  original  source 
of  our  ancestry  and  the  country  of 
our  especial  interest.  Here  nature 
wears  a  freshness  and  glory  that 
can  never  fade,  and  then  of  all 
countries  in  the  world,  Switzerland 
is  the  one  of  which  the  traveler  is 
likely  to  tire  least.  A  wonderful  val¬ 
ley  practically  surrounded  by  the 
Jura  Mountains  on  the  north  and 
with  the  kingly  Alps  on  the  south. 
Interlocken  is  a  most  attractive 
gateway  to  this  land  of  mountains, 
and  here  also,  attention  is  immedi¬ 
ately  noted  to  the  lovely  Jung  Frau 
Peak,  queen  of  the  Alps.  This  coun¬ 
try  has  22  Cantons,  a  population  of 
about  four  million  people  and  is  a- 
bout  200x125  miles  in  area,  or  about 
about  that  of  our  state  of  Ohio.  The 
people  were  originally  markedly  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  German,  French 
and  Italian.  They  were  true  heart¬ 
ed,  stubborn,  never  relaxing  their 
grasp  of  a  good  they  had  once 
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gained,  maintained  a  practical  and 
patient  love,  and  their  faith  in  pur¬ 
ity. 

It  certainly  is  an  attractive  and 
enticing  country  today. 

During  the  period  of  the  17th  and 
18th  centuries  and  even  before, 
there  was  much  rivalry  between 
the  various  European  nations  and 
consequently,  oppression  of  the  cit¬ 
izens.  The  state  church  was  the 
rule,  all  of  which  depressed  and  an¬ 
noyed  the  general  public.  A  cer¬ 
tain  group  was  influenced  by  the 
thinking  and  activity  of  such  men 
at  that  time  as  Zwingli  and  Menno 
Simon,  and  opposed  the  church- 
state  relationship,  the  bearing  of 
arms,  swearing  of  oaths,  and  infant 
baptism.  On  account  of  this  many 
suffered  martyrdom,  some  were 
sold  as  galley  slaves  into  the  island 
of  Sicily  and  many  were  thrown 
into  filthy  prisons.  The  great  ma¬ 
jority  were  banished  from  Switzer¬ 
land.  A  group  from  Canton  Berne, 
for  some  reason  or  other,  escaped 
such  treatment.  Shortly  before  the 
time  of  Peter  Neuenschwander,  the 
grandfather  of  Michael  Neuensch¬ 
wander  II,  our  first  pioneer,  a  large 
pro  of  about  500  families  were 
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exiled  and  found  refuge  in  Rhenish 
Palatinate,  Alsace,  France,  '  and 
Holland.  The  Swiss  mercenary  sol¬ 
diers  featured  the  martial  spirit  of 
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the  Napoleonic  wars  together  with 
the  famine  of  1816  and  1817,  drove 
many  of  the  Swiss  people  to  seek 
other  relief.  A  large  group  who 
found  refuge  in  the  Jura  Mountains, 
located  in  the  northern  part  of  Can¬ 
ton  Berne,  were  under  strict  re¬ 
strictions,  were  allowed  to  rent  only 
a  few  acres  of  poor  soil,  stony  up¬ 
land,  and  of  course  to  make  a  liv¬ 
ing,  had  to  have  some  other  trade 
beside  farming.  Others  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  settle  across  the  French- 
Swiss  border  in  Canton  Delle,  ter¬ 
ritory  of  Belfort,  southern  Alsace, 
France,  where  Peter  Neuenschwan- 
der  came  from.  Soon  they  learned 
of  the  freedom,  opportunities  and 
privileges  of  America.  Many  came 
to  Pennsylvania,  where  one  can  still 
see  and  hear  the  imprints  they  left 
around  Lanchester,  etc. 

Neuenschwander  History  in  their 
settlement  in  Allen  and  Putnam 
Counties,  Ohio,  as  taken  from  the 
records  of  Michael  Neuenschwan¬ 
der  II  their  first  representative  in 
this  area. 

His  grandfather  was  Peter  Neu¬ 
enschwander,  who  was  a  citizen  of 
Langnau,  Canton  Berne,  Signau 
County,  Switzerland.  In  1732  they 
moved  to  Munster,  Switzerland. 
While  living  in  Langnau  he  was  a 
school  teacher  and  church  choir  di- 
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rector.  One  day  when  sitting  in 
church  he  noted  the  people  were 
vQry  arrogant  and  haughty  and 
thought  such  a  state  would  bring 
ruin  and  destruction  and  so  decided 
to  leave  the  community  immediate¬ 
ly  and  move  to  the  Blue  Mountains, 
which  apporently  was  a  section  of 
the  Jura  Mountains  in  the  northern 
part  of  Switzerland.  On  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  he  went  to  the  pastor  and 
the  Bailiff  and  sold  allnis  belongings 
and  went  with  his  wife  and  two  chil¬ 
dren  Peter  and  Hans  (John  Uhl- 
rich)  to  the  Freibergen  Mountains 
and  lived  in  Gershmuhl  for  three 
years  after  which  they  moved  to 
Munsterberg,  near  Munster.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time  more  children  were 
born:  Christian,  Magdalena,  Bene¬ 
dict,  John  Ulrich,  Katherine  and 
Michael.  Here  Peter  and  his  wife 
both  died. 

Michael  Neuenschwander  I,  the 
youngest  son  of  Peter  Neuensch¬ 
wander  and  the  father  of  the  first 
Swiss  Mennonite  settler  in  Allen 
and  Putnam  counties,  lived  in 
Munster  until  he  was  22  years  old. 
He  then  moved  to  the  province  of 
Upper  Alsace  in  France  to  a  family 
Hans  (John)  Steiner.  Mrs.  Steiner 
was  Prina  (Veronica)  Habegger. 
She  was  a  dressmaker.  Michael 
Neuenschwander  I  married  Hans 
Steiner’s  daughter,  Babi  (Barbara) 
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on  Dec.  12,  1775,  in  the  Forrest  Par¬ 
ish,  Borhung,  Canton.  The  Steiners 
had  nine  children:  Catherine,  John, 
Daniel,  Barbara,  Emma,  Marie, 
Veronica,  Christian  and  Elizabeth. 

Michael  Neuenschwander  I  and 
his  wife  Babi  had  a  family  of  ten 
children: 

Born  Died 

John  Jan.  7,  1777 

Michael  Mar.  9,  1778 

Peter  Sept.  27,  1779,  June  6,  1780 

Veronica  Jan.  1,  1781 

Christian,  Oct.  14,  1782,  Jan.  4,  1784 
Daniel  Jan.  11,  1785,  Jan.  6,  1786 
Christian  May  12,  1786 
Barbara,  Jan.  12,  1788,  May  21,  1817 
Peter  Jan.  10,  1790 

Ulrich  Jan.  16,  1792 

When  Michael  II  was  six  weeks 
old,  the  family  moved  to  Munster- 
berger  and  later  to  Bristol,  Canton 
Basil,  where  they  lived  six  years. 
Here  Michael’s  wife,  Babi,  died 

April  12,  1795,  and  was  buried 

here.  Michael  I  later  moved  to 
Bloomburg,  where  he  died  Jan.  5, 
1801. 

Michael  II  was  born  and  lived  in 
Florimont,  Canton  Dele,  Alsace, 
France,  with  the  exception  of  three 
years  time  which  he  spent  in  Switz¬ 
erland,  he  lived  in  this  same  region 
until  he  migrated  to  America. 

In  1809  he  married  Anne  Ernst  in 
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a  small  town  nearby.  Haro  they 
lived  luiirteen  years. 

May  la,  ITT  they  left  their  home 
'for  America.  After  liftmen  days  of 
travel  they  arrived  in  Paris  where 
they  remained  overnight.  The  next 
day  they  started  for  Havre  De 
Grace  (May  HI),  arriving  there  on 
dune  5th.  Michael  111  was  horn  on 
board  ship,  linn-  11.  On  dune  12 
they  attain  set  sail  and  after  Id  days 
in  a  sailing  vesstl,  arrived  in  Mow 
London,  Connecticut.  The  follow¬ 
ing  day  they  passed  New  York  and 
reached  Aml.oy,  N.  d.  on  July  29. 
Here  they  remained  one  week  and 
Started  west  through  Pennsylvania 
and  arrived  in  Pittsburg.  Here 
their  four  children  wore  all  sick  and 
Peter  died  anil  was  buried  there. 
Gin.  veOc  inter  they  resumed  their 
journey  westward  through  Canton, 
Ohio,  a  ltd  dually  arrived  at  Little 
Chippewa  Creek  in  Green  Town¬ 
ship,  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  Oct.  4, 
1823.  Their  entire  journey  had  tak¬ 
en  about  six  months.  And  so  great¬ 
grandfather,  Michael  Neuensch- 
wander  II,  hearing  of  the  peace  and 
independence  and  beckoning  call 

from  some  of  his  former  friends  and 
associates  decided  to  bring  his  fam¬ 
ily  to  this  land  of  opportunity.  He 
was  then  45  years  of  age  and  had  a 
family  of  four  children. 
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John  B.,  age  13  (born  June  13, 
1810). 

Daniel,  age  11  (born  Aug.  31,  1812) 

Barbara  (born  Jan.  19,  1816, 

lived  only  one  day). 

Peter,  age  6  (born  Mar.  19,  1817). 
Died  while  on  their  way  at  Pittsurg, 
Sept.  16,  1823. 

Michael  III,  our  grandfather, 
born  June  11,  1823,  at  Havre  De 
Grace,  while  on  board  ship. 

The  following  spring  they  bought 
74  acres  of  land  in  Wayne  County 
for  $90.75  (?)  which  they  built  into 
a  good  farm,  and  where  they  built 
a  bank  barn  which  still  stands.  Af¬ 
ter  living  there  nearly  ten  years, 
Michael  learned  that  there  were 
some  new  surveys  of  good  farm 
land  farther  west  which  would  be 
cheaper.  He  and  his  son,  John,  age 
23,  started  through  the  forest  in 
search  of  good  and  cheaper  land, 
via  horseback  with  equipment  to 
help  them  through  the  forests,  In¬ 
dian  trails,  etc.  They  found  a  suit¬ 
able  location  at  this  point  here  now 
on  the  Putnam-Alien  County  line 
where  Wilmer  Suter  now  lives,  and 
so  on  May  6,  1833,  entered  claim  at 
Wapakoneta  for  one-half  section  of 
land.  He  returned  to  Wayne 
County  and  moved  his  family  in  a 
large  covered  wagon,  a  prairie 
Schooner,  a  team  of  horses  and  a 
team  of  oxen,  along  with  imple- 
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meats  and  other  necessary  things. 
The  journey  look  them  eleven  days 
through  DENSE  forests,  a  distance* 
which  we  travel  in  3  or  4  hours  to¬ 
day  It  was  very  dry  when  they 
reached  their  destination,  and  not 
having  any  water  on  their  land, 
they  looked  around  and  found  land 
on  the  bank  of  Riley  Creek,  on 
which  there  was  a  good  spring  of 
running  water,  on  the  farm  on 
which  Harley  Marquart  now  lives. 
They  entered  a  forty  acre  strip  of 
land  on  which  the  spring  was  found, 
together  with  another  quarter  sec¬ 
tion,  at  this  time.  At  once  they  be¬ 
gan  to  clear  a  space  on  which  to 
erect  a  log  cabin,  the  first  Swiss 
Mennonite  home  in  this  terr  itory,  in 
the  meantime  living  in  a  wagon  un¬ 
der  the  protecting  arms  of  an  Oak 
tree  and  an  improvised  tent. 

Great  grandfather,  Michael  II, 
was  a  cooper  by  trade,  engaged  in 
farming  when  coming  to  America. 
When  coming  to  this  community  in 
Allen  County,  they  camped  out  for 
three  weeks  until  a  temporary  shel¬ 
ter  was  built.  A  temporary  cabin 
covered  with  brush  was  erected. 

The  wolves  were  numerous  at  the 
time,  and  a  fire  would  be  kindled 
at  night  in  front  of  the  cabin  to 
frighten  them  away.  Deer  and 
other  wild  game  were  plentiful. 
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The  Indians  who  were  camped 
'  near  their  settlement  proved  them¬ 
selves  to  be  good  neighbors,  and 
were  always  friendly  to  the  family. 
They  exchanged  prepared  foods 
with  the  Indians  for  wild  meats.  Af¬ 
ter  much  hard  labor  they  erected  a 
log  cabin  a  month  later. 

The  sons,  Michael  and  Daniel, 
farmed  their  father’s  lands  the  rest 
of  their  lives. 

During  this  period  of  adjustment, 
and  slow  development,  and  living, 
there  are  several  experiences 
which  my  father  related  to  me  that 
had  been  related  to  him  by  his  par¬ 
ents  which  were  thrilling  and  excit¬ 
ing. 

This  one  occurred  about  1340. 
Their  home  consisted  of  a  log  cabin 
and  a  stable  for  their  horses. 
Grandfather  had  gone  to  a  nearby 
town  in  a  sleigh,  as  I  recall,  came 
home  after  dark.  At  that  time 
there  were  packs  of  wolves  in 
the  area,  and  a  pack  was  after 
him,  howling  and  barking.  He 
drove  as  fast  as  he  could,  unhitched 
his  horse,  turned  him  into  the  sta¬ 
ble,  harness  and  all  with  closed 
doors,  and  ran  to  the  house,  and  the 
wolves  were  there  chewing  and 
scratching  and  howling  at  the  sta¬ 
ble,  but  could  not  get  in.  The  next 
morning  they  noted  their  marks  on 
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the  outside  of  the  building  and  the 
horse  was  still  trembling. 

Another  incident:  They  would 
make  one  trip  a  year  with  a  wagon 
load  of  wheat  to  a  grist  mill  at  San¬ 
dusky  on  Lake  Erie,  which  supplied 
their  flour  for  the  year.  At  this 
particular  time  it  had  rained  and 
was  very  wet  and  the  river  was 
high.  Bridges  were  built  with  loose 
planks  and  high  enough  as  they 
thought  to  be  safe,  but  as  grand¬ 
father  approached  the  bridge  on 
his  way  home,  the  water  was  up, 
but  he  thought  he  could  cross  it.  He 
whipped  his  horses  and  after  he  was 
across  he  realized  his  passing  over 
it  had  loosened  the  planks.  He 
looked  back  and  the  planks  of  the 
bridge  had  floated  away. 

According  to  the  records,  legal 
papers  and  otherwise,  the  name  has 
been  spelled  in  a  number  of  ways — 
Neuschwander,  Neuensclnvander, 
Nieswander  and  finally  Neiswan- 
der,  which  has  varied  according  to 
the  records  of  clerks,  assessors  and 
recording  secretaries. 

John  and  Daniel  were  both  mar¬ 
ried  in  Wayne  County  on  the  same 
date,  Aug.  11,  1834.  John  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Anna  Neuenschwander,  but 
they  located  in  Putnam  County,  one 
mile  north  of  the  homestead,  now 
the  Ezra  Amstutz  farm.  Then  af¬ 
ter  a  few  years,  1849,  he  migrated 
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farther  west  to  Iowa  and  Missouri 
'(Excelsior).  They  had  fourteen 
children.  John  died  in  1889  at  age 
78  years,  and  his  wife,  Anna,  died  in 
1891,  age  77  years.  At  that  time 
Missouri  was  a  long  way  oil  and 
there  was  little  intermingling  and 
correspondence  with  his  parents 
and  brothers  and  sisters.  . 

Daniel  Neuen  sell  wander  was  also 
born  in  Alsace,  France,  Aug.  31, 
1812  before  their  embarkation  to 
America.  lie  was  married  to  Ma¬ 
rie  Amstutz,  daughter  of  Ulrich  and 
Veronica  Amstutz  (in  Wayne 
County,  Aug.  11,  1834).  She  was 
also  born  in  Alsace,  France.  They 
located  on  the  farm  which  is  now 
on  the  county  line,  one  mile  north 
and  about  one  mile  west  of  their 
homestead,  on  the  site  his  parents 
had  originally  selected,  where  Wil- 
mer  Suter  now  lives.  They  had  12 
children.  Four  of  the  group  lived 
to  see  the  20th  century. 

1.  Anna,  (1835)  married  J.  J. 
Sehaublin,  died  1913. 

2.  John  (1837),  age  8  years,  died 
1845. 

3.  Barbara  (1840),  age  8  years, 
died  1848. 

4.  Daniel  (1852),  age  7  years, 
died  1849. 

5.  Katherine  (1843)  20  days,  died 
1843. 
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6.  Marian  (1344),  married  Jona¬ 
than  Basinger,  died  1930. 

7.  Michael  (1347)  11  years,  died 

1858. 

8.  Veronica  (1849),  8  years,  died 
1857. 

9.  Katherine  (1850),  married 
Stephen  Basinger,  died  1916. 

10.  Christina  (1855)  40  years,  mar¬ 
ried  Cleophas  Neuenschwander, 
died  1895. 


11.  Benjamin,  (1853),  married 
Marian  Gratz,  died  1924. 

12.  Emmanuel,  (1858),  5  years, 
died  1863. 


Our  grandfather,  Michael  Neu- 
enschwander  III,  who  was  born  on 
their  sailing  vessel  on  their  way 
to  America,  July  11,  1823,  was  ten 
years  old  when  they  carne  to  this 
location.  He  married  Fanny  Gei¬ 
ger,  July  10,  1815.  He  was  22  years 
old  and  his  wife  about  20  years  old. 
They  had  eight  children.  Fanny 
was  the  daughter  of  John  Geiger,  a 
pioneer  of  Putnam  County,  Ohio. 


1.  John  S.,  horn  Nov.  28,  1849, 
married  Funny  Bender  (born  1854). 
Married  Apiil,  1882.  Resided  in 
Bluiiton  ha  a  period  »>i  years  on  a 
fruit  farm,  and  later  moved  to  Pet- 
tisville,  Ohio,  and  conducted  a  fruit 
farm.  They  had  three  children. 

0)  Eflie,  dieu  m  the  adolescent 
period  of  life  age  about  fen  or  12 
years.  Her  birth  date  was  1883. 


12  — 


i  ■  '  . 


; 

.  ’•  '  :  \ 

m; 

,  :  ■  '  jg  • 

r.'  i  <  ■ 


-  -,r  *  n.-/  ?: 


1(2)  Cora,  bom  March  17,  1885. 
Married  Robert  Gottschall,  who 
was  born  May  28,  1881.  They  were 
married  Oct.  22,  1906.  To  them 
were  born  7  children:  Vera  May, 
Mary  Lucia,  Helen  Bernice,  Ray¬ 
mond  Edward,  Grace  Muriel,  Eu¬ 
gene  Ross,  and  Irene  Lucile,  W'ho 
lied  in  infancy. 

(8)  Edna,  born  Sept.  1,  1889,  mar¬ 
led  Claude  McDonell,  born  1888. 
ro  them  were  born  two  children: 
Edward,  Sept.  23,  1912,  and  Opal, 
Vpril  3,  1916. 

John  died  June  2,  1925.  P'anny, 
lis  wife,  died  Dec.  1938. 

Mary,  second  child  of  Michael 
feuenschwander  III,  was  born 
larch  10,  1852.  Slit?  married  J.  W. 
lasinger,  Feb.  21,  1892.  To  them 
/ere  born  two  children: 

(1)  Huldah,  born  Aug.  12,  1893. 
luldah  married  Floyd  Myers  in 
914.  To  them  were  born  Holland, 
larrell,  Oakley,  Francis  and  Rob- 
rt.  They  lived  on  a  farm  and 
armed  near  Fayette,  Ohio. 

The  second  child,  born  to  Mary 
nd  J.  W.  Basinger  was  Evan  Wil- 
ert,  March  17,  1895.  He  prepared 
imself  for  dentistry  which  he  prac- 
iced  in  Bluffton,  Ohio,  after  his 
raduation.  He  married  Marjorie 
)ay  (born  Nov.  29,  1897)  Aug.  26, 
925.  To  them  were  born:  Mary 
Iargaret,  July  2,  1926;  Mary  Mar- 
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garet  w.v.  -.lid  to  Willhu 
cas,  ]!>  »;>.  .  .  tiiOiii  was  bora  a  ..la, 

June  14,  1 9  it). 

Dr.  Evan  Basinger’s  second  child 
was  Maleom  Day  Basinger,  born 
Dec.  9,  1929.  At  his  maturity  he 
studied  law,  was  married  and  lo¬ 
cated  at  Lima,  Ohio. 

Mary  Neiswander  Basinger  ex¬ 
pired  July  22,  1945,  age  93. 

The  third  child  of  Michael  Neu- 
enschwander  III  was  Anna  Neuen- 
schwander,  born  Oct.  1,  1854.  She 
never  married  and  cared  for  her 
parents  till  their  death.  Later  lived 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  with 
her  sister,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Basinger  and 
died  Nov.  15,  1932. 

Joshua  Neiienschwander  was  the 
fourth  child  cl  Michael  Neuensch- 
wander  III,  born  Jan.  4,  1857.  He 
married  Susan  Blosser,  who  was 
born  Feb.  20,  1801.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  Oct.  23,  1880,  to  them  were  born 
11  children.  Soon  after  their  mar¬ 
riage,  Joshua  and  his  brothers  and 
sisters  changed  the  spelling  of  their 
name  to  Neiswander  (except  John 
S.,  who  retained  the  original  spell¬ 
ing).  They  (Joshua  and  Susan)  to 
provide  for  their  future  home,  pur¬ 
chased  70  acres  of  mostly  timber 
land  in  Van  Buren  Twp.,  Hancock 
County,  Ohio,  one-half  mile  west  of 
New  Stark,  part  of  the  original 
John  Freed  farm.  Here  they  start- 
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od  without,  any  building  and  devel¬ 
oped  their  home  and  provided  their 
,  living. 

The  fifth  child  of  Michael  III  was 
Amos  E.  Neiswandor,  born  May  8, 
1850.  lie  married  Anna  Garber, 
who  was  born  May  2 0,  1804.  They 
were  married  Nov.  10,  1882.  To 
them  were  born  four  children:  Per- 
sis  Fay,  Dec.  28,  1884.  She  married 
LeHoy  Crosby,  born  April  27,  1882. 
They  were  married  Dec.  21,  1008. 
They  lived  on  a  farm  near  Grand 
Rapids,  Ohio,  until  her  death,  which 
was  about  1058.  To  them  was  born 
one  son,  Milo  Dale  Crosby,  Aug.  2, 
1000,  who  prepared  himself  for  the 
field  of  pharmacy  and  maintained 
a  drag  store  at  Sidney,  Ohio. 

The  third  child  of  Amos  E.  Neis- 
wander  was  Minor  Waldo  Neiswan- 
der,  born  Nov.  20,  1887.  He  married 
Beulah  E1T,  born  April,  1807.  They 
were  married  March  21,  1017.  They 
had  three  children,  and  his  wife 
died  about  1050  and  he  has  resided 
with  his  daughter  since  that  time, 
and  has  lived  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  all 
his  married  life.  To  them  were 
born:  Norman  Royee,  Nov.  0,  1017, 
Warren  Dale,  Mar.  21,  1010,  and 
Joan  Lou,  June  10,  1031. 

Warren  Neiswander,  Amos’s  sec¬ 
ond  son,  died  in  early  childhood 
(Born  Nov.  10,  1885). 


. 


The  fourth  and  youngest  child  of 
Amos  Neiswander  was  Miles  Floyd, 
born  Feb.  13,  1897.  For  a  period  of 
time  he  was  a  traverling  salesman 
'for  an  Agricultural  Seed  Co.  He  la¬ 
ter  married  and  resided  in  Michi¬ 
gan. 

Amos  was  a  business  man  all  his 
life,  in  the  hardware  buiness  at  Ma* 
linta,  Ohio,  and  later  in  the  hotel 
buiness  at  Whitehouse,  Ohio,  where 
he  died  of  Typhoid  Feverin  1900. 

Michael  Neuenschwander  Ill’s 
sixth  child  was  Leah.  She  died  in 
infancy. 

David  G.,  the  seventh  child,  was 
born  Dec.  3,  1864.  He  married  Ly¬ 
dia  Kaufman,  who  was  born  Oct. 
18,  1866.  They  were  married  Jan. 
27,  1892.  David  was  a  farmer  all 
his  life  and  farmed  the  place  of  his 
birth  and  resided  on  a  portion  of  it 
and  farmed  it  his  entire  ife.  To  Da¬ 
vid  Neiswander  and  his  wife  were 
born  eight  children:  Bonnie  (born 
Oct.  30,  1892).  Died  at  birth.  Ruth 
(born  Aug.  16,  1895)  who  married 
Levi  Waltz  (born  Nov.  1,  1891)  Dec. 
5,  1917,  who  is  a  farmer  and  lives 
in  Hancock  County,  near  Mt.  Cory, 
Ohio.  To  them  were  born  Virginia 
Louise,  who  married  Allen  Wilson, 
Sept.  15,  1940.  He  was  killed  in  ac¬ 
tion  during  second  World  War  in 
1945.  Also  born  to  Ruth  and  Levi 
Waltz  were  Ralph  Allen,  Nov.  20, 


ssXiM  lohnswaisH  ,50mA 

ttt  -  iT>  ^ tut  v  sii  e  *:fcw  jd  omit 

■ 

i 

V  5'  '>••*•  ^  O  s  ::  ,>;Lj  tiyVi 

•  .  — '  U  J  ’  *  •■  /.  v  J  ,  XT  I  :.  .  \ 

** i  fo;  rl  3  -  boil.;  -<  '  ' 

«i  b«r.j  9/;  i  A^h,  I  a«;  ••/  \*r  >  {.ty  i 

,i  X  lOd 

*n  ’?'*  ■  flK* 

<■<  1* ■  .  m.i  ;i.  i  «  L  ?v  .•  b  s  .  ix  1  z-  ( 

•"  ■■'  •  if  V  cU  j  .  ’  :.i  *T  ,V a-,  a  '  :i\r 

if-*-*- 

b  ;  ii\!  (Hi  '  v  >*  ••  :  i 

*:  1  **  fi  '.  f 

• ;  v*'  •!*  boixun  r;jyv  ,o<-  u  > J 

40£  veil  en->!  A  x?4$[&ri  oi®w  sj! fcVv 


—  fii  — 


;c?rv  Kafir 


’P ^  ‘ r,  T,,„  *.  > 


1  QOi 


•bad  Wayne.  Nov.  25.  1926:  K 


'v*  ■» 

i  v*  i  1  -•  ■?.  ’  ■  i  «  i*.  7  ;  •  •  0 •  *• ' i  •  .  i  r I  7*  A 

•  •  V  *  i.  .  >  .  »  -W  <  «  I  V  «  ..  1.*  4V  l/  »  |  v.  .VV.*.  J  ...  / 

c.  \rrt.  'V  -J  >7  if,  CM 


*  .»  4  -f 

A 


•  •  «•■**♦*  *•*  •  *  * •  »-*  *•*  i  *«*%  V  » 4.%  •  C*  i<  *«• 

Ly  d  1  a  K  e  1  sv/and  e  r ,  W  alter,  w  a :  ; 
born  Mar.  20.  1300.  He  married 
Evelyn  Lehman  in  1319.  To  them 
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Eugene,  fifth  child  of  David  G. 
Neisw  a  net  or,  was  born  Aug.  0,  1903. 
He  married  Frieda  Criblez  and  has 
worked  for  the  Bell  Telephone  Co. 
nearly  all  his  life  and  has  lived  in 

V 

Adrian,  Michigan. 

Alice,  sixth  child  of  David  G. 
Neis  wander,  was  born  April  28, 
1907.  She  married  Charles  Criblez, 
May  28,  1926.  To  them  were  born 
Allen  Bernard,  June  9,  1927;  Mar¬ 
jorie  Eileen,  born  Jan.  23,  1933; 
Marcella  Louise,  Oct.  7,  1932. 

Robert,  seventh  child  of  David  G. 
Neiswander,  born  April  23,  1907, 
married  Helen  Geiger,  born  March 
7,  1915,  married  April  4,  1942.  He 
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purchased  his  father’s  home  farm 
and  has  resided  there  ever  since. 
To  theme  was  born  one  child,  Sue 
Ann,  I^ec.  9,  1951. 

Noripan,  the  eighth  child  of  D.  G. 
andj  Lydia  Neiswander,  was  born 
Sept.  3,  1910.  He  married  Geneva 
Bayless,  Sept.  10,  1931.  To  them 
were  born  Harold  Richard,  Feb., 
1936.  Norman  has  been  a  farmer 
near  Van  Wert  all  his  married  life. 

Sarah,  Eighth  child  of  Michael 
Neuenschwander  III,  was  born  Oct. 
19,  1868.  She  married  Noah  C.  Bas¬ 
inger  (born  June  15,  1859).  They 
were  married  in  1888. 

To  them  were  born  seven  chil¬ 
dren:  Raymond  Evan,  born  Mar. 
25,  1889.  He  married  Evelyn  Zim- 
merly  June,  1915.  Raymond  has 
been  in  the  photography  and  jewel¬ 
ry  business  at  Forest,  Ohio,  for 
years.  To  them  was  born  one 
daughter,  Ruby  Dorothy,  April  4*, 
1916.  She  married  and  died  of  an 
acue  malady  about  1950. 

The  second  child  of  Noah  and  Sa¬ 
rah  Neiswander  Basinger  was  born 
May  25,  1891,  Herbert  Allen.  He 
married  Clara  Leiber  (born  Nov. 
2,  1915).  They  have  lived  in  Lima 
and  he  has  been  a  machinist  since 
their  marriage. 

The  third  child  of  N.  C.  and  Sarah 
Basinger  was  Florence  Agnes, 
born  Aug.  1,  1893.  She  married 
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thorn  was  born  one  son,  i.ysle  Dean, 
Nov.  2!-),  1018.  After  maturity  he 
married  and  followed  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  plastering.  Jesse  C.  died  a- 
hout  1850,  and  Florence  has  lived 
alone  in  Pandora,  since. 

The  fourth  child  of  N.  C.and  Sa- 
rah  Basinger,  Waldo  Ezra,  born 
Oct.  8,  1895.  He  married  Ruth  Gra- 
bow  (born  Feb.  15,  1900).  Married 
June,  1924.  To  them  were  born 
Geneveive  Wilma,  Jan.  12,  1920; 
Hollice  Klahr,  Feb.  10,  1928;  and 
Waldo  has  been  a  farmer  and  has 
worked  in  Cooper  Rubber  Industry 
for  years. 

Willard,  fifth  child  of  the  N.  C. 
Basingers  was  born  Jan.  28,  1898. 
He  married  Zola  Yager.  She  was 
born  Aug.  20,  1904.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  Dec.  27,  1925.  There  were  no 
children  in  this  family. 

Fanny  Katherine  Basinger,  the 
Basinger’s  sixth  child  was  born 
Jan.  20,  1900.  She  married  Floyd 
M.  Stover.  His  birth  date  was  Feb. 
28,  1896.  Married  Oct.  11,  1922.  To 
them  were  born  Betty  Gene,  Mar. 
25,  1925;  Janet  Ann,  born  Mar.  13, 
1932;  Annabel,  born  Mar.  10,  1934, 
married  Don  Plett.  They  are  pre¬ 
paring  themselves  for  the  mission 
field.  Betty  married  Bexter.  Janet 
married  James  Messinger.  Floyd 
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Sv- vri:th  chid  of  N.  C.  Basinger 
family.  Alberta  Marie,  was  burn 
Aug.  25,  1902.  She  married  Wilbar 
J.  Hartman,  born  June  27,  11199. 


They  were  married  June  9,  1923.  To 
them  were  born  Clyde  Wayne,  Jan. 
17,  1924;  Dasel  Eugene,  Aug.  28, 


1928;  Wilbar  is  a  farmer  living  in 
Hancock  County,  Orange  .A- 

tween  Ada  and  IViuffinn. 


Noah  C.  Basingers  lived  on  a 
farm  on  the  banks  of  Riley  Creek, 
Richland  Township,  Allen  County, 

RED,  Handera.  Noah  died  of  Typ¬ 
hoid  Fe.or  June  5,  1901.  His  wile. 


aunt  Sarah,  reared  ihe  family  alter 
his  death.  She  moved  to  Pandora 
about  1924  and  has  lived  alone,  car¬ 
ing  for  her  household  duties  and  her 
home,  active  and  normal  mentally, 
approaching  the  age  of  92  this  year, 
Nov.  19,  1960. 


Michael  Neiswander  III  and  hi.-; 
wife,  Fanny  Geiger  Neiswander, 
were  very  active  and  responsible 
in  the  establishment  and  progress 
of  the  first  Reformed  Mennonite 
Church  in  the  Pandora-BlufYton 
area. 


A  goodly  number  of  the  descend¬ 


ants  of  Michael  II  are  s 
of  this  area.  Others  he 
to  various  parts  of  the 


till  residents 
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Delving  into  the  history  of  this 
our  family  has  been  a  privilege  and 
comfort  to  realize  their  Christian 
principles — the  steadfast  and  deter¬ 
mined  character  of  a  people  who 
have  helped  build  the  foundation  of 
this  community. 

We  are  thankful  for  this  heritage. 


JOSHUA  NEISWANDER  FAMILY 

Harry  A.  Neiswander,  the  first 
child  of  Joshua  and  Susan  Blosser 
Neiswander,  was  born  Sept.  26, 
1831,  at  New  Stark,  Hancock 
Count}',  Ohio.  On  Christmas  Day, 
1907,  he  married  ltosella  Spacht 
(born  .Jan.  23,  1882,  in  Van  Buren 
Twp.,  Hancock  County,  Ohio).  Be¬ 
fore  her  marriage,  she  was  a  teach¬ 
er,  and  Harry  Neiswander  has  been 
a  practicing  physician  in  Pandora, 
Ohio,  since  1912.  They  have  three 
children:  Allen  C.  Neiswander,  born 
Jan.  31,  1914,  at  Pandora;  Lois 
Marian,  born  June  25,  1916  at  Pan¬ 
dora:  and  Claude  Houston,  born 
Oct.  7,  1918.  also  at  Pandora. 

Allen  C.  Neiswander  is  a  physi¬ 
cian  in  Alhambra,  Caif.  On  June 
20,  1942,  he  maried  Georgiana  Rew 
at  North  Kingsville,  Ohio.  She  was 
born  Dec.  15,  1912,  is  a  graduate  of 
O.  S.  U.  They  had  three  children, 
all  born  in  Alhambra,  Calif.  Robert 
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Allen,  liieir  iirst  child,  was  born  m 
HMD,  but  lived  only  three  days. 
Marcia  Lee  was  born  April  29,  1950, 
anti  Paul  Allen  was  born  Nov.  11, 
•  1953. 

Lois  Neiswander,  daughter  of 
Harry  and  Ro  sella  Neiswander, 
married  Franklin  D.  Rodabaugh, 
June  21,  1941,  at  Pandora,  Ohio.  He 
is  a  physician  in  BhUfton,  Ohio,  and 
Lois  is  a  graduate  nurse  from  Lake¬ 
side  Hospital,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Dr. 
Rodabaugh  was  born  April  2,  1914, 
at  R.F.D.,  Williamstown,  Ohio.  The 
Rodabaughs  have  six  children,  ali 
born  at  Bluilton,  Ohio.  Frederick 
Dale,  born  Nov.  21,  19 46;  Kay  Ellen, 
June  10,  1948;  Karen  Sue,  Dec.  15, 
1949;  David,  July  1,  1952;  Rose  Ann, 
Aug.  2,  1954;  Dorothea,  Feb.  20, 
1959,  Lonu  Xc  rw n  ;  i  a  c  \ 

Claude  Houston,  youngest  son  of 
Ilarry  and  Rosella  Spacht  Neiswan¬ 
der,  married  Ruth  Thayer,  a  teach¬ 
er,  July  19,  1944,  at  Lafayette,  Ohio. 
She  was  born  March  24,  1920,  at 
Lafayette,  Ohio.  She  is  a  graduate 
of  O.  S.  U.  and  O.  N.  U.  Claude 
teaches  school  and  farms.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Syracuse  University. 
They  have  one  son,  Ronald  Lee, 
born  Nov.  16,  1949. 

Irvin  Neiswander,  second  child 
of  Joshua  and  Susan  Neiswander, 
was  born  Aug.  31,  1883.  He  died 
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Sept.  14,  1886,  of  summer  com¬ 

plaint,  or  Enterocolitis,  at  the  age 
of  3  years  and  14  days. 

Lois  Neiswander,  third  child  of 
the  Joshua  Neiswanders  was  born 
March  12,  1885,  at  New  Stark,  Ohio. 
She  was  a  teacher  and  housewife. 
She  v/ as  married  to  Melville  Bus- 
hong  (born  Juy  27,  1884  at  Van  Bu- 
ren,  Ohio)  on  Nov.  24,  1909,  at  New 
Stark,  Ohio.  To  them  were  born 
two  sons:  Etton  was  born  Feb.  1, 
1911  at  New  Stark,  Ohio.  He  never 
married.  Merill  was  born  Feb.  3, 
1914,  at  New  Stark,  Ohio.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Josephine  Hart.  To  them 
were  born  four  children:  Susan, 
Mar.  5,  1939;  Nancy,  July,  1942; 
Jane  and  Patty. 

Merrill  Bushong  is  a  Chemist,  em¬ 
ployed  by  National  Carbon  Co.  Lois 
Neiswander  Bushong  expired  with 
an  acute  coronary  thrombosis,  Aug. 

20,  1954. 

Willie  O.  Neiswander,  the  fourth 
child  of  Joshua  and  Susan  Neiswan¬ 
der,  was  born  Nov.  4,  1886.  He  died 
of  an  intestinal  disease,  Feb.  7,  1838, 
at  the  age  of  one  year,  3  months 
and  3  days. 

Leo  C.  Neiswander,  fifth  child  of 
Joshua  Neiswanders,  was  born  Jan. 

21,  1889,  at  New  Stark,  Ohio.  Re 
married  Lutie  Freed  (born  June  10, 
1889  in  White  County,  Ind.).  They 
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were  married  Nov.  29,  1911,  at  Now 
Stark,  Ohio.  Leo  was  a  physician 
and  .ana* eon  in  Ada,  Ohio,  for  years. 
To  them  were  born  four  children. 
Susie  Alice  was  born  at  New  Stark, 
Aug.  18,  1913.  She  taught 
several  years.  She  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  John  Curtis  Wolgamot,  an 


...  Ohio, 

I  school 


orthopedic  surgeon,  on  Sept.  4,  1938, 
at  Ada,  Ohio.  He  was  born  Dec.  18, 
1914,  at  Alger,  Ohio.  John  and  Su¬ 
sie  Alice  V/Mgamot  had  four  chil- 
dron. 


(1)  John,  born  Mar.  18,  1941,  at 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  who  is  a  student. 

(2)  Thomas,  born  Mar.  24,  1913, 
at  <  nn  Arbor,  also  a  student. 

(3)  Jane,  born  June  10,  1949,  at 
Great  Dads,  Mont.,  and 

M)  Nancy,  born  June  9,  1954,  at 
Great  Fads,  Moot. 

The  second  child  of  Leo  C.  and 
Lutie  Freed  Neiswander  was  Paul 
Leo,  burn  Aug.  22,  1910,  at  Ada,  O. 
On  March  22,  1940.  he  married  DM- 
phine  Panin  ki,  a  mtr.se,  at  Howell, 
Mich.  She  was  born  Sept.  17,  1922. 
Paul  is  a  physician  and  surgeon. 
They  have  four  children': 

( 1 )  Patricia,  born  Nov.  39,  1947, 
at  Akron.  Ohio. 

(2)  Joan,  born  Sept.  20,  1950,  at 
Lima,  Oino. 

('.))  Paul.  Jr.,  born  Nov.  2,  1951,  at 
Flint.  Mich. 
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(  !)  Michael  John  Olh,  sixth  e'en- 
oration,  born  Sept.  30,  1900,  at  Flint, 
Mich.,  where  they  reside. 

Loland  Clair,  iLird  child  of  the 
Leo  C.  Neiswander  family,  was 
born  at  Finciay,  Ohio,  May  19,  1921, 
and  expired  Nov.  20,  1949,  after  re¬ 
turning  from  the  U.  S.  air  force. 

Ralph,  Leo  C.  Neiswanders  4th 
child,  was  born  April  11,  1923,  at 
Ada,  Ohio.  Ralph  is  a  mechanical 
engineer  and  is,  at  present,  a  fore¬ 
man  at  the  Lima  Ford  Plant.  He 
married  Lucille  Creps  (born  July 
17,  1923,  at  Denver,  Colo.)  They 
were  married  in  Ada,  Ohio.  Ralph 
and  Lucille  Creps  Neiswander  have 
litre;*  eniidren: 

(1)  Alice,  born  Dec.  28,  1949,  at 
Lima,  Ohio. 

(2')  Ti*m.  horn  Sept.  3,  1952,  at 
Lima,  Ohio. 

(3)  Laura,  born  Oct.  24,  1955,  also 
at  Lima. 

Leo  C.  No  is  wander  c>:  aired  Jan. 
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Lstella  Neis  wander,  Mu-  sixth 
child  of  Joshua  Neiswanders.  was 
born  June  7.  1891,  in  Hancock 

County,  Ohio.  On  Sept.  30,  *9 id,  she 
was  married  to  Frank  Freed,  den¬ 
tist,  Forest,  Ohio  (born  Oct.  9,  1891, 
in  White  Counlv,  Inti.)  They  were 
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married  at  New  Stark,  Hancock 
County,  Ohio.  They  had  three  chil¬ 
dren: 

Una  Ruth,  their  oldest  child,  was 
born  at  New  Stark,  Ohio,  July  6, 
1017.  On  Aug.  15,  1939,  she  was 
married  at  Forest,  Ohio,  to  Charles 
M.  Bailey  (born  Mar.  16,  1916,  in 
Paulding  County,  Ohio).  Una  Ruth 
and  Charles  Bailey  were  both 
teachers.  To  them  were  bjrn  two 
sons: 

(1)  Charles  David,  born  June  7, 
1940,  at  Bluflton,  Ohio.  At  present, 
he  is  a  student. 

(2)  Steven  Freed  Bailey,  born 
Feb.  17,,  1945,  at  Troy,  Ohio. 

Frank  and  Estella  Freed’s  second 
child  was  Joe  Franklin  Freed,  born 
Mar.  3,  1922,  at  Forest,  Ohio.  He 
is  a  pharmacist.  He  married  Kath¬ 
ryn  Heininger,  a  nurse,  Dec.  5,  1943, 
at  Eida,  Ohio.  She  was  born  in 
Peking,  China,  Dec.  2,  1922.  To 
them  were  born  four  children: 

(1)  Margaret  Jo  Freed,  born  Jan. 
21,  1945,  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 

(2)  Thomas  Dean  Freed,  born 
July  29,  1947,  at  Columbus,  Ohio. 

(3)  Donald  Franklin  Freed,  born 
Oct.  9,  1951,  aso  at  Columbus. 

(4)  Rebecca  Sue  Freed,  born  Jan. 
15,  1956,  at  Findlay,  Ohio. 

Charles  William  Freed,  third 
child  of  Frank  and  Estella  Neiswan- 


i 

,  .  :  <o  .•  >■  o’> 

</.•/»  n  '  o  o"’  <  ■  ■'  ■’!  -  r  .-j; 


tV  »  ,  n  >  ■ 


.  ft  ..jl i  1  J*  i.  *J*i 


m*  ■:  . 


oil  .oif  J  Ja-ni-l  Jo  f  K  jkM 
(tlOd\  ei-i  i  W  9fi<f 

,  t  for  v  ;r  ;  .  j  ‘vi 


oT 


■ 

.rmT»  nu  d  4h*>tn  u-l  J  »*?*  i*  -  (i) 

,  ./dr  >  Ji  ,  I 


der  Freed  was  born  in  Hancock 
County,  Ohio,  July  18,  1918.  He 
died  in  infancy,  in  April,  1920. 

Claud  R.  Neiswander,  the  seventh 
child  of  Joshua  and  Susan  Blosser 
Neiswander  was  born  Mar.  6,  1893, 
at  New  Stark,  Hancock  County,  O. 
He  is  an  Entomologist  and  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  research  work  in  agricul¬ 
ture,  at  O.  S.  U. 

Claud  married  Hazel  B.  Wicker- 
ham,  a  musician,  Sept.  10,  1919, 
at  Williamstown,  Ohio.  She  was 
born  Nov.  14,  1894,  at  Alveda,  Sen¬ 
eca  County,  Ohio.  Their  first  son, 
Russell  Wayne,  died  in  infancy.  He 
was  born  July  18,  1920,  at  Williams¬ 
town,  Ohio,  and  expired  Nov.  15, 
1920. 

Claud  and  Hazel  Neiswanders 
daughter,  Margery  mae,  was  born 
March  1,  1925,  at  Williamstown,  O. 
Her  husband,  Lawrence  A.  Hoge,  a 
geologist,  was  born  May  23,  1925, 
at  Wheeling,  West  Virginia.  He  is 
a  sales  manager.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  at  Wooster,  Ohio,  Aug.  31,  1947. 
To  them  were  born  three  children: 

Barbara  Cheryl,  Dec.  8,  1950; 
James  Claud,  April  4,  1953;  and 
John  Arthur,  April  4,  1953,  twins. 
All  were  born  at  Wooster,  Ohio. 

Arlyn  Claud,  son  of  Claud  and 
Hazel  Neiswander,  was  born  Oct. 
15,  1926,  at  Oak  Harbor,  Ottawa 
County,  Ohio.  He  is  an  architect. 


—  27  — 


'f'  '  ,  a.  ,  Ani  l i  Loii, 

.  .  ■  .  ■  Ok-  ;[  J 

' 

. 

\l  -  C.  d  ,  'i  Wi‘  4  Jfi 

' . ;  - '^w  rr.  . '  {  fa:  >7:: 

.•  .  <J  ''  fa  •’  .1  B  ;  1  i 

I  il  .voK  rtii  d 

A.  'fc  '  I  M  \  H'lOCi  < (iW 


1  %  •  1  i  .  :*  I: 

:  a  •<  •  ■  {•: 

A*'  •'  ><* ' 


lie  was  f/UU'W  r?c:i 
Loucks  -ii/'i- 
Nelnaska.  .  u . 


*  ^ : 


L  ..  I 


May  8,  192(k  They  have 
dren,  David  L  irk,  bora 
1958,  and  patricia  Ann,  ! 
81,  1955.  Both  chilmen  \ 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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15  dp  a  r  M ;  r  h;  i  e  1  -ill  i  k  I  o  i  s  w  an- 
dor  5th  generation,  eighth  child  of 
the  Joshua  Neiswander  family,  was 
born  Sept.  7,  189  g  at  New  Stark, 
Ohio.  He  was  married  to  Alice 
Bushong,  Sept.  14,  If)  1G,  at  New 
Stark.  She  was  born  Aon!  98,  1899, 
at  Van  Baron,  Ohio. 


Their  daughter,  Evalyn,  was  born 
at  New  Stark,  July  24,  1918.  She 
was  a  secretary  and  was  married 
July  21,  19 !(),  at  Ada,  Ohio,  to  Ger¬ 
ald  Halstead,  an  ongineer,  born 
Feb.  21,  1919,  at  lfo rnell,  N.  Y.  To 
them  was  born  one  daughter,  Diane 
Sharon,  Oct.  18,  1918,  at  Schenec¬ 
tady,  N.  Y. 

Fdgar  and  Alice  Bushoug  Deis- 
wander’s  son,  Glenn,  was  born  Apr. 
14,  1928,  at  Columbus,  Onio.  His 
wife,  Virginia  Mertz,  r/a*;  1  x>i  ii 

January  8,  1921,  at  Lima,  Ohio. 

Glenn  was  an  engineer  and  his 
wife  a  teacher.  They  wore  mar¬ 
ried  Dec.  27,  1918,  at  Ada,  Ohio.  To 
them  were  horn  two  children:  Jan¬ 
ice  Lynn,  horn  Oct.  (>,  1947,  at  Lima, 
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Ohio,  and  James  Michael  5th,  born 
July  21.  1952,  also  at  Lima,  Ohio. 

Edgar  Neiswander  was  a  veter¬ 
inarian.  lie  expired  on  Jan.  22, 
1958  with  a  general  arthritis  and 
arterio  sclerosis. 

Byron  E.  Noiswander  was  the 
ninth  child  of  the  Joshua  Neiswan- 
der  family,  lie  was  born  Sept.  22, 
1896,  at  New  Stark,  Ohio.  Byron  is 
a  physician  at  Doylestown,  Ohio. 
He  married  Bernice  Bushong  in 
1920,  at  New  Stark  (born  Mar.  2, 
1894,  in  Hancock  County,  Ohio). 
She  expired  in  1924.  In  1926  he  mar¬ 
ried  May  Beatrice  Watson  at  Col¬ 
umbus,  Ohio  (born  May  9,  1898,  in 
London,  England).  She  expired  Jan. 
30,  1950.  They  had  two  children: 
Judy  Ann,  born  Sept.  11,  1928,  and 
Frederick  Eugene,  March  5,  1931. 
Both  were  horn  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Judy  Ann  married  Hugh  D.  Han¬ 
na  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  on  Feb.  25, 
1950.  He  is  a  staff  accountant  for 
Standard  (Oil  and  was  born  at  Ev¬ 
anston,  Ill.,  Jan.  12,  1928.  Their 
two  children,  Mark  Douglas  Hanna 
and  Katherine  Ann  Hanna,  were 
both  born  at  Canton,  Ohio. 

Fred,  Byron  Neiswander’s  son, 
married  Lois  Deans,  Sept.  29,  1951, 
at  Barberton,  Ohio.  She  was  born 
June  2,  1932,  at  Barberton,  Ohio. 
Their  children  are:  Kenneth  Byron 
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Louis  Lynn  Neiswander,  born  at 
Ft.  Bregg,  N.  C.,  June  30,  1950.  Ter¬ 
ry  Eugene  Neiswander,  born  Aug. 
3,  1953,  Barberton,  Ohio.  Byron 
Neiswander  married  Doris  A. 
Whithead  at  Doylestown,  Ohio,  on 
Jan.  5,  1952.  She  was  horn  in  Mich¬ 
igan,  May  10,  1911. 

Ralph  Neiswander  was  the  tenth 
child  of  Joshua  and  Susan  Blosser 
Neiswander.  Ralph  was  born  June 
30,  1293,  in  Hancock  County,  Ohio, 
and  is  an  entomologi.  i  at  Ohio  Agri¬ 
cultural  Experiment  Station.  His 
wife,  the  former  Fern  Freed,  was 
born  Nov.  22,  1398,  at  Monticello, 
Indiana.  They  were  married  at 
New  Stark,  Ohio,  June  9,  1921.  They 
had  four  children.  Their  first  son, 
Fred  Blossei ,  was  horn  at  New 
Stark,  April  17,  1922,  but  expired 
the  following,  day,  April  13,  1922. 
Norman  Hay  also  died  in  infancy. 
He  was  born  May  21,  1923,  at  Find¬ 
lay,  Ohio,  and  expired  Fob.  18,  1924. 

Dorothy  Alice,  Ralph  and  Fern 
Freed  Neiswander’s  daughter,  was 
born  at  Ada,  Ohio,  Feb.  5  1925.  She 
married  Robert  E.  Moore  on  Aug. 
11,  1947,  at  Wooster,  Ohio.  lie  does 
auto  body  repair  work.  His  birth 
date  is  Nov.  21,  1921,  at  Wooster,  O. 
Their  three  children  are:  Terrance 
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Robert,  born  June  27,  1949,  Judith 
Fern,  May  29,  1953,  and  Donald 
Earle,  Jan.  19,  1955.  All  three  were 
born  at  Wooster. 

Ralph  Neiswander’s  son,  Tommy 
Lee,  was  born  March  19,  1930,  at 
Findlay,  Ohio,  and  expired  Feb.  18, 
1950. 

Una  Neiswander,  eleventh  and 
youngest  child  of  the  Joshua  Neis¬ 
wander  family,  was  born  Aug.  2, 
1902,  in  Hancock  County,  Ohio.  She 
was  married  to  Dale  Treece,  a 
teacher,  Sept.  20,  1925,  at  New 

Stark,  O.  lie  also  was  born  in  Han¬ 
cock  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  30,  1890. 
Mr.  Treece  was  a  Superintendent 
of  Schools  and  now  is  a  postmaster 
at  Bloomdale,  Ohio,  and  Una  Neis¬ 
wander  Treece  is  a  housewife  and 
is  an  R.  N.,  amt  has  been  nursing 
at  Findlay  Hospital.  To  them  were 
born  four  children: 

Their  first  child,  Ellen  Lucille, 
was  born  at  Findlay,  Ohio,  Oct.  2, 
192G.  She  was  married  to  Orville 
Junior  Jenkins  at  Bloomdale,  July 
13,  1947.  Mr.  Jenkins  was  born 
Sept.  20,  1923,  at  Troy,  Ohio.  He  is 
an  elementary  school  principal. 
They  have  five  children:  Jfceri  Suz¬ 
anne,  born  Sept.  14,  1951  at  Paines- 
ville,  Ohio;  Dobra  Gaye,  born  Oct. 
23,  1952,  at  Bowling  Green,  Ohio; 
Ronald  Doan  am  l  Randall  David, 
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twins,  born  July  20,  1957,  at  Bow¬ 
ling  Green;  Pamela  Janine,  born 
Mar.  25,  1959,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Robert  Eugene  Treece,  second 
'child  of  Dale  and  Una  Neiswander 
Treece,  was  born  at  Bluffton,  Ohio, 
Oct.  1,  1927.  He  married  Margaret 
Lee  Mansfield  at  Oswego,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  29,  1955.  She  was  born  at  Os¬ 
wego,  Mar.  10,  1934.  Their  two 
children  are:  Thomas  Robert,  born 
Dec.  30,  1957,  at  New  Brunswick, 
N.  J.;  Diane  Kay,  born  Mar.  8,  1960, 
at  Wooster  Ohio.  Robert  Treece  is 
an  entomologist  at  Experiment  Sta¬ 
tion,  Wooster,  Ohio. 

Charles  Dana  Treece,  Dale  and 
Una  Treece’s  third  child,  was  born 
Sept.  23,  1929,  at  New  Stark.  Chas. 
is  a  high  school  teacher.  His  wife, 
the  former  Betty  Louise  Smith,  was 
born  Oct.  13,  1934,  at  East  Pales¬ 
tine,  Ohio.  They  were  married  at 
East  Palestine,  June  13,  1954,  and 
have  one  son,  Terry  Lee  Treece, 
born  Mar.  25,  1959,  at  Salem,  Ohio, 
and  one  daughter,  Bettina  Ann 
Treece,  born  Oct.  22,  1960. 

Florin  Don  Treece,  fourth  child 
of  Dale  and  Una  Treece,  was  born 
March  3,  1932,  at  Boomdale,  Ohio. 
He  is  a  physician  and  married  Dor¬ 
othy  Jean  Orr,  an  R%  N.,  Sept.  22, 
1956,  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  She  was 
born  Dec.  11,  1935,  at  Columbus  (?). 
To  them  were  born  two  children: 
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Timothy  Alien  Treeco,  born  Oct.  3, 
*  1957,  at  Columbus,  ami  David  Paul 
Treeco,  born  Jan.  27,  1959,  also  at 
Columbus.  He  is  now  in  U.  S.  med¬ 
ical  Air  Service  in  Japan. 


HENUY  BLOSSER  FAMILY 

Henry  Blosser,  mother’s  grand¬ 
father  (Susan  Blosser  Neiswander) 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Put¬ 
nam  County,  Ohio.  His  wife  was 
Catherine  Basinger.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  a  civi  engineer.  He 
lived  on  the  Isaac  Hilty  farm  and 
did  much  of  the  work  in  surveying 
and  laying  out  Putnam  County,  O. 

Mother’s  father  was  Christian 
Dosser,  who  was  a  farmer  and 
school  teacher.  His  last  year  he 
taught  at  the  Bridenbaugh  school, 
one  mile  west  and  two  miles  north 
of  Pandora,  Ohio.  On  his  way  to 
school  one  morning  lie  stopped  to 
visit  a  lady  on  the  way,  whom  he 
met  while  walking,  and  who  had 
smallpox.  He  t  h  e  n  developed 
smallpox  in  due  time.  His  father, 
Henry  stopped  at  his  home  and  vis¬ 
ited  him  through  an  open  v/indow, 
ps  he  feared  to  go  in  the  house  on 
account  of  the  virulence  of  the  dis¬ 
ease,  and  in  the  course  of  two 
weeks  mother’s  father  and  grand¬ 
father  both  died  of  this  disease. 
Mother’s  family  lived  on  the  banks 
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of  Riley  Creek,  one  mile  west  and 
lMs  miles  north  of  Pandora,  Ohio. 

Mother’s  mother  (Catherine  Thut 
Blosser)  was  left  with  five  children: 

•  John,  Jacob,  Noah,  Susan  (mother) 
and  Henry.  Their  ages  were  about 
10,  8,  6,  4  and  2  years.  Mother  was 
4. 

* 

Mother  then  lived  with  the  Christ 
Steiner  family  for  ten  years.  Christ 
Steiner’s  wife  was  a  sister  to  mo¬ 
ther’s  father.  Mrs.  Steiner  died  la¬ 
ter  and  he  then  married  mother’s 
mother’s  sister  (  Thut). 

These  Steiners  (Chris)  were  the 
parents  of  Dr.  Steiner  of  Bluffton. 
After  about  ten  years  mother’s  mo¬ 
ther  married  Paul  Freed  at  New 
Stark  and  took  her  entire  family 
with  her.  Their  home  was  what  is 
now  the  Paul  Blosser  farm.  (Mo¬ 
ther  said  grandfather  Freed  wanted 
boys  and  accordingly  married  a 
widow  with  boys.  To  this  marriage 
were  born  three  children:  Nathan¬ 
ael,  Mary  and  Sophia,  al  of  whom 
died  under  twenty  years  of  age. 

Catherine,  (Thut  Bosser  Freed) 
mother’s  mother  was  born  Aug.  13. 
1835,  and  died  Mar.  16,  1905. 

David  Basinger  lived  on  the  south 
bank  of  Riley  Creek.  Mrs.  David 
Basinger  was  Elizabeth  Blosser,  a 
sister  of  mother’s  father  and  they 
visited  each  other  at  limes.  Fa 
ther’s  people  lived  across  the  creek 
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on  the  north  bank.  During  their  vis¬ 
itation  lather  met  mother  at  Bas¬ 
ingers  and  later  they  were  married 
and  purchased  a  plot  of  70  acres 
,  from  the  John  Freed  farm  across 
the  road  from  the  Paul  Freed  farm, 
mother’s  mother’s  home.  Here 
they  developed,  fenced  and  built 
their  home,  a  small  frame  house 
and  a  small  barn.  A  cider  press 
was  located  in  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  farm.  This  was  dismantled 
and  the  big  wide  planks  were  moved 
to  the  building  site  and  converted 
into  a  cow  and  sheep  stable  which 
was  efficient  and  serviceable  until 
about  1900  when  father  enlarged 
and  rearranged  the  barn.  The  house 
was  also  soon  remodeled  and  en¬ 
larged  and  a  bath  and  electrical 
stove  and  equipment  installed.  The 
original  well  was  a  dug  well  30  feet 
deep  with  a  wooden  pump.  Occa¬ 
sionally  father  would  climb  down 
into  it.  To  do  some  repair  and  ad¬ 
justing.  The  water  was  pumped  by 
hand  and  run  into  a  wooden  trough 
in  the  upground  cellar  which  we 
called  the  winter  house  where  mo¬ 
ther  kept  her  milk,  cream,  butter 
and  vegetables.  From  here  the  wa¬ 
ter  ran  into  an  outside  tank  where 
the  stock,  horses  and  cattle  got 
their  water.  About  the  time  of  the 
remodeling  of  the  barn  a  well  was 
drilled  about  100  feet  deep  and  a 
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windmill  was  placed  over  it  and 
the  water  was  forced  to  a  large 
tank  by  the  barn.  At  this  date  the 
frame  of  the  windmill  still  stands. 

Father  and  mother  were  both 
hard  working  people.  During  the 
summer  months,  on  hot  days  father 
would  come  in  for  meals  and  eve¬ 
nings  with  his  shirt  and  clothes 
soaked  wet  with  perspiration.  Some 
of  the  customs  which  I  recall,  on  a 
winter  Sunday  morning  when  we 
children  were  young  and  active, 
when  we  got  up  father  would  be  sit¬ 
ting  at  the  cook  stove  hearth  where 
there  was  a  hot  fire  burning,  and 
he  would  be  greasing  our  boots  and 
shoes.  Each  member  of  the  family 
had  thc.ii  rpreiV:  •.re  of  the  chor- 
ing  and  farm  home  duties.  Father 
was  always  emphatic  and  com¬ 
manding  in  his  requests  and  the  en¬ 
tire  family  was  obedient  to  his  and 
mother’s  requests. 

We  would  peel  small  left-over  po¬ 
tatoes  for  breakfast  after  mother 
had  boiled  them  for  supper,  and 
churn  butter  by  the' hour,  milk  the 
cows,  feed  the  sheep,  cattle,  pigs 
and  horses  and  clean  the  stables. 
As  we  grew  older  we  drove  father’s 
driving  horses,  Jerry,  Dock  and 
Dick  in  father’s  rather  new  and 
neat  buggy,  hut  Dick  was  a  Mexi- 
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can  pony,  moan  and  treacherous, 
and  because  of  his  meanness  was 
driven  hard. 

When  I  was  a  small  boy  we  at¬ 
tended  the  American  Mennonite 
Church  at  Chapel.  Mother  told  me 
in  later  life  that  father  had  prom¬ 
ised  to  join  the  Chapel  Church  with 
her  after  their  marriage,  where  mo¬ 
ther  was  a  member  from  her  girl¬ 
hood,  but  after  their  marriage  fa¬ 
ther’s  mother  was  so  persuasive 
and  determined  that  he  did  not. 
When  father  was  72  years  of  age  he 
had  developed  a  hypertrophied 
prostrate  which  caused  him  much 
difficulty.  At  that  time  he  joined 
the  Reformed  Mennonite  Church  at 
Bluffton,  which  was  the  church  of 
his  parents.  Leo  and  I  persuaded 
him  to  have  a  prostatic  operation. 
I  recall  the  evening  before  going  to 
the  hospital  he  thought  it  was  not 
worthwhile  as  all  people  in  his  com¬ 
munity  at  his  age  could  be  counted 
on  the  fingers  of  one  hand,  but  he 
went  rather  reluctantly,  and  was 
hospitalized  one  month,  with  a  good 
recovery  and  lived  15  years  longer. 

Mother  had  three  brothers  who 
were  ministers  of  the  Gospel:  John 
and  Noah,  American  Mennonite, 
and  Henry,  Reformed.  Mother  sel¬ 
dom  had  an  opportunity  to  attend 
church.  Father  did  cpiite  regularly 
after  he  united  with  it.  Jacob  was 
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a  carpenter  and  later  retired  in 
Cuba  where  he  was  active  in 
church  and  community  work. 

During  hay  making  season  we  of¬ 
ten  exchanged  help  with  our  neigh¬ 
bors.  Kaphy  Meitz,  /  lid*  working 
with  Stonehill,  was  helping  us.  He 
rode  his  pony  over  to  our  place,  and 
after  we  finished,  father  placed  Leo 
(who  was  about  nine  years  old)  on 
the  pony  and  w*-  went  over  to  Stone- 
hills  to  take  in  their  hay.  The  pony 
started  out  as  hard  as  it  •  •add  go., 
on  the  gallop,  and  as  it  turned  into 
the  drive  Leo  flew  off  to  the  left  un¬ 
der  a  shrub,  not  hurt,  but  we  were 
all  excited. 

In  t h i ^  <*rniip  T  nv  '  each  had 
his  or  her  share  oi  bumps,  bruises, 
etc.,  but  Edgar  was  the  only  one 
who  had  to  contend  with  a  fractured 
arm,  which  however,  healed  in  due 
time  with  no  deformity,  and  Claude 
had  a  fractured  clavicle. 

Sister  Lois  was  very  active  as  a 
child,  and  was  a  great  reader.  She 
would  read  hook  after  book  at  an 
early  age.  One  day  while  she  and  I 
were  playing  over  at  Thut’s  with 
Charlotte  and  Steiner  at  the  bank 
barn,  Thut’s  had  a  mare  in  the 
farm  lot  with  a  new  colt.  The  mare 
was  cross  and  came  into  the  barn 
where  we  were  playing  and  the 
three  of  us  ran  down  the  stairway 
to  the  feeding  room,  but  Lois  ran 
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to  the  back  ot  del  barn  floor  and 
jumped  out  of  the  back  door,  about 
ton  feet,  to 

hurt. 
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t  away,  but  was  un- 


Each  member  of  the  family  had 
their  share  of  excitement  and  thrills 
and  it  is  a  wish  that  each  one  will 
contribute  a  bit  of  theii  thrilling  ex¬ 
periences  for  the  benefit  of  the  pos¬ 
terity  of  the  Joshua  and  Susan 
N e i s' w a n do r  k indy. 


Harry  A.  Neiswander,  M.  D. 
October  20,  10 GO. 
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Dear  Rosella: 

This  is  almost  a  copy  of 
what  I  sent  Luella  Blosser  who 
lives  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and 
she  is  Uncle  Henry’s  only 
child.  She  asked  for  mom’s 
schooling  and  the  educational 
part  of  the  family.  I  remem¬ 
bered  you  asked  for  a  write¬ 
up  about  mom  long  ago  and 
thought  this  might  do.  Perhaps 
since  you  can’t  get  around  so 
well,  you  will  write  and  finish 
or  work  some  on  the  histories 
in  which  you  were  so  interest-  • 
ed .  If  you  want  something 
else,  let  me  know.  I've  got 
time  right  now. 


Love , 


Lois 


(  >~tc  A  A  .y 
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Mother  went  to  elementary 
school  through  the  first  eight 
grades,  most  of  it  right  here 
at  New  Stark.  I  think  she  was 
about  nine  years  old  or  nearly 
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so  when  she  came  to  New 
Stark  to  live,  after  her 
mother  married  Grandpa  Freed. 
She  was  always  pleased  she  went 
to  school  as  long  as  she  did, 
as  many  quit  much  earlier,  or 
failed  to  go  at  all.  Grandpa 
Freed  sent  all  the  boys  to 
college.  I  think  a  year  or 
two  to  Ohio  Northern  mostly. 
Perhaps  they  graduated  there, 

I  am  not  sure.  Grandpa  wanted 
to  educate  them  all.  Uncle 
Jake  didn’t  want  to  go  to 
college  so  he  was  left  out. 
'Grandpa  felt  he  had  his  choice, 
so  gave  him  nothing.  I  mean 
no  money  in  place  of  his  lack 
!  of  education,  which  sort  of 
made  Uncle  Jake  feel  a  little 
mistreated,  but  Grandpa  was 
: always  proud  of  his  boys 
(acquired  by  marriage),  and 
also  was  very  good  to  mother. 
She  wanted  very  badly  to  go 
to  college  too  and  he  would 
have  sent  her  too  but  Grandma 
put  her  foot  down  and  said, 
no  college.  She  thought  all 
a  girl  needed  to  do  was  learn 
how  to  work  and  keep  house  and 
a  college  education  for  a  girl 
was  unnecessary,  so  mother  had 
to  stay  home.  Mother  was 
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ilways  a  pro  at  reader,  being 
iennonite  their  home  never 
iad  papers  or  magazines  loi 
e/e n  books  e  xc  e  p t  re  1  i  g  i  ou s 
ones.  Neighbors  and  friends 
iiou'ld  send  gifts  or  things 
trapped  in  old  newspapers  and 
mother  would  M swipe”  the 
papers,  take  them  upstairs 
where  she  had  quite  a  bit  of 
work  such  as  bed  making  and 
cleaning  and  there  she  would 
re  a d  e  v e  ry  thing  she  could  find 
in  them.  She  never  censored 
our  reading  closely  since  she 
remembered  her  ovjn  youth  so 
well .  All  her  sons  have 
coll e ge  de gr e es ,  3  are  M . D . '  s 
Harry,  Leo  and  Byron,  2  have 
Ph.D.'s  and  hold  professor¬ 
ships  at  O.S.U.,  Claud  and 
Ralph,  Edgar  is  a  doctor  of 
ye  t  e  r  .1  n  a  ry  .  The  g  i.  r  1  s  a  1 1 
three  taught;  school  several 
hears,  Un a ,  Es t e 1 1 a  and  Lois. 
Una  soon  turned  to  nursing 
a n d  b ecame  a  grad u a  t e  nurse. 
Estel la  and  T  both  went  to 
c  o  1 1  e  ge  b u  t  n  e  v  e  r  g  r  a  cl ' x  a  t  e  d  . 
Both  took  normal  work  too  but 
n e v e r  d  L d  more  t h an  t e a c hi 
school  in  the  grades .  Then 
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mother  celebrated  her  90th 
birthday  herein  1951* 

Governor  hausche  sent  her  a 
1 e tte r  ex tend  i  ng  fell c i tat i ons 
to  her  for  her  fami ly  of 
distinguished  sons  and 
daughters.  He  said  the 
positions  of  honor  and  disti.nc 
lion  which  her  children  had 
attained,  he  felt  sure  were 
the  results  of  maternal 
guidance  she  gave  them.  He 
had  read  about  her  in  one  of 
the  newspapers  that  had 
w r i 1 1  e  n  e  omp ] L  me  n t a  ry  articles 
about  her  and  praised  her  for 
her  family.  We  were  pleased 
for  lausche' s  letter.  She  was 
a  good  mother  and  we  wi  1 1 
always  remember  the  many 
P 1 e  a s  a  n t  t h 1 n  g s  s h e  did  and 
said  all  t h rou gh  he r  life. 

We  have  learned  among  other 
things  that  it  takes  more  than 
a  col  lege  education  to  make 
r e  s p e c  te d  pe op 1 e .  Among  t he 
gra  n den! 1  d  r  e*  n  ,  t a  k 1 n  g  1 n 
t  h  o  s  e  l  r  i  a  t  are  m  a  r  r  1  e  d  i.  n  t  o 
the  fami  ly,  there  are  4  M.D.  ’ s 
and  one-  pre-med,  ?  nurses,  1 
pha r ma c i s t ,  1  arc h i t e c t  and 
2C  other  graduates  from 

college,  quite  a  few  of  the 
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twenty  be  •  ng  teachers .  Only 
a  rew--lesG  than  one-half 
dozen --out  of  the  some  80 
descendants  that  are  old 
enough  to  go  to  school,  are 
not  college  graduates,  and  out 
of  those  few  almost  everyone 
has  at  least  ^  years  high 
school . 


Lois  Bushong. 


Benjamin  Miller  and  his 
brother  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Jew  Jersey,  and  on 
June  1st,  1778,  enlisted  in 
the  revolutionary  array  as  a 
private  under  Capt.  John  Motts 
Company  3rd,  New  Jersey, 
Regiment  commanded  by  Col. 
Elias  Dayton.  He  served  most 
of  his  time  under  Gen.  Green. 
He  was  wounded  in  an  attack 
made  by  Cornwallis  in  North 
Carolina  but  remained  in  the 
service  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  H e  was  d 1 s c h a r ge d 
March  1,  1779. 

In  1812  Benjamin  Miller 
and  his  son-in-law,  Pitney 

Guest,  came  from  Mew  Jersey, 
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Benjamin  Miller  nerved  In  the 
wa r  of  l8l2  a  1  s o  .  P 1 1; n ey 
Guest  was  drafted  in  the  last 
call  for  troops  in  the  war  of 
l8l2  but  before  he  was  called 
out,  peace  was  declared. 

After  the  war  Benjamin 
Miller  lived  in  Magnolia,  Ohio, 
and  later  in  Sandyville,  Ohio, 
and  died  in  1828. 

When  coming  to  this 
country  the  two  families 
squatted  in  section  16,  Stark 
County,  Ohio.  They  slept  in 
the  wagon  In  which  they  came 
until  a  log  cabin  was  built. 

Mr.  Guest  had  learned  the 
shoemaker  trade.  He  later 
sold  his  Improvement  for  $90 
and  moved  to  section  7,  Stark 
County,  Ohio.  There  he  was 
elected  the  first  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  the  township. 

In  185^  Mr.  Allen  went 
to  Ma s s  *  1 1  on  and  took  c h a rge 
of  the  Charity  Botch  School, 
for  another  decade.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  county  school 
board  examiners , for  more 

•than  30  years,  and  died  Dec. 

26,  1897,  at  Pike  Sandy. 
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Rosalia's  home  school  was 
the  Pore  School  where  Irene 
now  lives.  Our  school  had 
two  rooms 3  the  advanced  room 
had  only  4  months  of  school 
each  year  during  the  winter. 
Rose] la  attended  her  last 
year  of  rural  school  there, 
also  at  New  Stark  school.  We 
both  prepared  to  teach  school, 
took  teacher’s  examinations, 
also  attended  select  school 
at  New  Stark. 

Rosella  taught  her  first 
term  of  school  at  the  Pifer 
School,  2  miles  north  of  the 
motel ,  during  the  winter  of 
1901-1902,  and  her  second  and 
third  years,  1Q02,  0'3  and  04 
at  New  Stark. 

About  1902  one  cold 
Saturday  morning  Crist  Blosser 
drove  over  to  our  home  and  we 
drove  Uncle  John's  horse  and 
our  dock  in  our  old  canopy 
itop  spring  wagon,  and  Crist, 
his  sister  Oma ,  Rosella  and 
I  drove  to  Findlay  where  we 
took  the  teacher's  exami.na  - 
'tion.  It  was  a  cold  day  and 
fje  left  our'  team  of  horses 
md  spring  wagon  at  a  livery 
D.arn.  On  the  way  home  in  the 
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evening,  it  was  so  cold  ^ 

that  our  hot  water  jug  which 
was  hot  in  the  morning,  froze  ; 
and  burs ted  the  jug  and  the 
girls  got  their  feet  and 
clothing  wet,  but  we  got  home  j 
O.K.,  and  all  passed  the  :j 

examination  and  received 
teacher's  certificates  to 
teach  in  Hancock  County  for 
one  year. 

T  taught  my  first  term, 

19.02-03,  Owlsburg.  My  j 

second  term  of  four  or  five  ‘j 

months  I  taught  at  Reed's 
Corners,  "Pumpkin  Hook". The 
third  term  I  taught  at 
Miller  District,  three  miles  , 

east  of  Will lamstown .  During 
the  spring  of  1Q05  Rose.lla,  I 
her  brother  V/ ill,  Elizabeth  ! 

Reigle  and  I  went  to  the 
World's  Fair  at  St.  Louis.  j 
Later  Rosella  went  to  Adrian 
College  and  I  wen t  to  Angola, 
Indiana  for  the  summer.  I 
had  attended  my  first  term 
at  O.N.TJ,  in  the  summer  of 
1900. 

During  the  fall  of  1909  I 
was  asked  to  teach  the  1 

Owlsburg  School  again  for  the  1 
winter  union  I  did.  Rosella 


! 


■ 

n  9  3  gk  >on  ru:cJ  feri.1 


•?s or  ’>  .  'i*t  i  fin  on  sc  f  n  1  3c  n  ew 

emort  fo,T>  nw  Jin/  ,  j ;,w  ;  n Jrilo fo 


■  :  See 

°  >fc  r  c  ■  ■  r  ; 

sx  :  3  ,  r  r  [W  n  r  o'sl  n rt 

'!o  *rmi  :  3  >r{  J  .M.O  3  6 


s ummo r  and  v/ inter 


soon i;  the 
* 

of  1 9 0 R - 00  a t  Adrian.  In  the 
s  p  r  l  r  i  p;  o  i '  1 9  06  I  re  t  u  rn e  d  t;  o 
A  la  0 . !! . r  i .  and  rcma  i  ned  i  n 
school  mere  until  I  com¬ 
plete  \  ny  ho,  degree  in  the 
autumn  of  jt-07. 

A o s »"•*  1 1  a  wo i\  at  n omc  d urln g 
tru  summer  of  1907  on  account 
of  the  illness  of  her  mother. 

I  n  t  h  e  a  n  t  u rnn  o  P  I  9  07  I 
went  to  Mev;  Ho i  land  and 
taught  .in  the  nigh  school 
t;  h  e  re  .  W  e  we  re  ma  r  r  1  e  d  on 
0  h  r !  rs  t-  m  a  s  e  v  e  n  I.  n  g  a  n  •:  1  t  h  e  n 
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t;  op  p  e  d  a  t  t  h  e  Y .  M .  0  .  A  .  for 
advice,  etc.  They  tried  to 
d  l  s  c  on  r a  go  me  and  said  I 
could  not  do  It-  ’with  the  few 
hundred  dollars  we  had,  but 
v/e  d  I  d  .  ]  d  i  d  s  ome  ass  is  tan  t 

wo r  k~Tn  the  pa  t h o  1  o gy 
laboratory  v/ith  Dr.  Saddler 
and  my  last  year,  assisted 
Dr.  A.E.  Riddinger  making 
some  house  calls  evenings  and 
n  i  gh  t  s  . 
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ELIZA  SPAHR  married  AARON 
SPACHT  Mar.  28,  lc47  and  live  i 
on  the  farm  in  corner  of 
section  west  of  route  9  and 
south  of  rout  30  for  several 
years,  they  had  6  sons  and  1 
daughter,  later  (  )  they 

moved  to  the  farm  just  west 
of  the  Eagle  Creek  Church.  In 
1869  Grandfather,  Aaron  Spacht, 
died  and  Grandmother  moved 
to  a  property  bordering  30 
on  the  south  and  9  on  the  east, 
later  she  married  Simon 
Rodabaugh  and  moved  to  his 
home,  north  of  Wil liamstown 
and  west  of  State  rout  No.  8)8, 
here  they  .1  Lved  about  7  years 
when  her  second  husband,  Simon, 
died,  then  she  moved  back  to 
her  former  home  where  she  lived 
until  1908  when  she  moved  into 
the  home  with  her  son  Rapha, 
where  she  lived  until  her 
death  Nov.  29th  13 OS .  Grand¬ 
mother  (Eliza  Spahr)  was  born 
Mar.  lo,  1628  on  the  Spahr 
farm  north  of  the  Pore  school 
house,  Children  were  William 
Macapha  born  Mar.  25 >  1848, 
Jacob,  Nov.  12,  1649,  John  Rapha 
Oct.  6,  1851 j  Nancy  Apr.  5 
1853;  Noah  Cloyn  Feb.  21,  1855; 
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Jesse  B.  Aug.  14,  18-57;  James 
Oct.  25,  i860.:  Aaron  and 
Eliza  Spahr  Spacht  were  the 
parents  of  all  7  of  the  above 
named  children. 
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The  Christian  Basinger,  or., 
Christian  Suter,  Sr.  anl  Rev. 
Chr*  s- lan  Stc’ner  families 
came  to  America  from  Alsace 
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